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cannot be denied. But to me the demeanor of either towards the other seems nothing more than the legitimate and indeed inevitable expression of the difference of char aeter which nature had assigned to the two men. Being such as they were, and being engaged in the same work, what could they do but disagree ? Each thought the other was marring it. But it would be as reasonable to infer ill-will to Bacon on the part of Coke because he said, the " Novum Orgaimm " was only fit for the Ship of Fools, as to infer ill-will to Coke on the part of Bacon because he said it would be a good thing to remove him from the Chief Justiceship, and a bad thing to restore him to the Council. It was not ill-will on either side: it was only a difference of opinion which, under the circumstances, could not express itself except in terms of censure. Coke thought the " Novum Organum " a foolish book. Bacon thought Coke a dangerous man, both on the Bench and at the Council Board. But wherever the comparison was not forced upon him by having a piece of work to do which he found he could do better, he was a very favorable judge .of other men's abilities, and formed a very modest estimate of his own. The mistakes he made were oftener from giving too much credit to other men for. abilities or virtues than too little. Even as a philosopher, (the part which in his own opinion suited him best) he never took credit to himsell sfoc. any extraordinary capacity. He thought he had struck into the right path by accident, and that "His merit lay in endeavoring to keep it and walk in it. The qualities for which he gave himself credit were only patience and faith and love of truth, carrying with it confidence in the power of truth. And the long gestation of the project, together with the many successive shapes in which the exposition of it was cast and recast before it was allowed to come forth, are so many proofs how little authority he expected it to derive from being his. Nor is there anything in this to causen.
